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DAY 1 
NEW YORK /EN ROUTE
Your journey begins as you board your overnight flight to London, while enjoying excellent in-flight service. 
(Meals Aloft)

DAY 2 
LONDON/NAIROBI
The morning finds you in London where you connect with your flight to East Africa. This evening, your jet will land at Kenyatta 
International Airport in Nairobi.  Upon arrival you will be welcomed by your Classic Escapes driver/guide and escorted to 
your luxurious hotel.  After you check-in, you can enjoy a good night’s rest.

As the sun rises each morning in equatorial East Africa, Nairobi is already bustling with streams of pedestrians, bicyclists and peo-
ple pushing carts. In the city’s markets, the floors are washed down, and fresh produce is artfully arranged; the tea sellers unlock 

their stalls and light their fires; merchants raise the iron screens 
from their store windows. Flowers are everywhere. Travelers 
will find a city that is lively, cosmopolitan and full of contrasts. 
It’s a place of smart office workers and mansions and expensive 
suburban shopping centers as well as overcrowded slums and 
a lot of people trying to struggle on as best they can. Nairobi 
is one of Africa’s major cities: the UN’s fourth “World Centre”, 
East Africa’s commercial and aid hub, and a significant capital in 
its own right, displaying enormous vitality and buzz. It’s hard to 
imagine a city with a 
more fascinating va-
riety of people, and 

almost all of them newcomers. Most are immigrants from rural areas, drawn to the 
presence and opportunities of money, and Nairobi seems to accept everyone with 
complete tolerance. On any downtown pavement you can see a complete cross-
section of Kenyans, plus every variety of tourist and refugees from many African 
countries. It’s hard to imagine that this city celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1999 
and that where it now stands, only Maasai manyatas stood barely a century ago!

Amidst the bustle of one of Africa’s most dynamic cities there is a sanctuary offer-
ing peaceful respite...the Nairobi Serena Hotel. Standing among verdant gardens, it 
is considered one of Nairobi’s finest hotels. With consummate standards of modern 
hospitality, it is the flagship of Serena Hotels and a member of Leading Hotels of 
the World. Enjoy the swimming pool, the restaurant, the excellent gift shop, and the 
comfort of your delightful room.
Overnight at the NAIROBI SERENA HOTEL. (B) www.serenahotels.com

DAYS 3/4/5
LEWA DOWNS
Fly to Lewa Downs, a private wildlife sanctuary in the Northern district of Kenya. This is an area of open plains, long, waving 
yellowy-gray grasses and gently rolling hills, rising in the distance. As one of Kenya’s major private conservation successes lo-
cated at the foot of Mt. Kenya, Lewa Downs has been the Craig family home since 1924 when the Craig grandparents came 
from England and began raising cattle here. “Leave room for the wildlife” has been the Craig ethic, as the area is committed 
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to the conservation of wildlife and diverse habitats found on the northern slopes of Mt Kenya. Endangered species abound 
in the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, most famous around the world for their rhino conservation. While you are here, you may 
see everything from elephant and rhino, to dik dik, reticulated giraffe, eland, hartebeest, gerenuk, warthog, impala, Grant’s ga-
zelle, Cape buffalo and bushbuck. Also two species of zebra graze the plains: Burchell’s and Grevy’s. Lion, leopard and cheetah  
may be sighted plus, the elusive and magnificent greater kudu. 

The Ngare Sergoi Rhino Sanctuary was founded by Anna Merz on Lewa Downs. The author of Rhino at the Brink of Extinction, 
Ms. Merz raised an orphan rhino, Samia, and in doing so, has greatly expanded our knowledge of rhino intelligence and be-

havior. After Samia’s death, Anna left Kenya and 
now resides in South Africa, but her legacy lives 
on and Ian Craig administers the conservation on 
the ranch.

Lewa Downs Tented Camp is inside the Ngare 
Sergoi Rhino Sanctuary made famous by conserva-
tionist and author Anna Mertz - this is a wilderness 
area of pristine beauty and remoteness far away 
from the maddening crowds. The permanent tent-
ed accommodations are discrete and comfortable, 
placed on raised platforms & stone walls of lo-
cal lava rock. These along with the main buildings, 
are thatched with a beautiful woven papyrus that 
was introduced to the area from Scotland in the 
1920’s. 12 permanent, luxury tented accommoda-
tions in ‘our unique “Savannah Style” 2 specially 
enlarged family & honeymoon suites 24 hr - 240 

Volt electricity, En-suite flush toilet, hot & cold running water Open, Savannah Camps 4x4 Game Drive Vehicles. The Lewa 
Downs Conservancy itself supports a myriad of plains game species, all perfectly adapted for the semi-desert environment. The 
thinly striped and endangered Grevy’s Zebra and the chocolate brown Reticulated Giraffe are common. The lance-like horned 
Beisa Oryx and the rare Greater Kudu are seasonal visitors. Gunther’s Dik dik, with its huge nasal swellings, the giraffe-necked 
Gerenuk and the beautiful blue-legged Somali Ostrich are 
resident all year. The swamp has become a sanctuary in it-
self for the fascinating semi-aquatic Sitatunga antelope and 
its primary predator, the Leopard. Birdlife is equally rich 
with numerous species of Bustards, Plovers, Coursers and 
birds of prey. At night, leopard are frequently encountered 
along with bush babies, aardvarks, bat-eared foxes, caracal 
and various mongooses, genets & civets - a few days at 
Lewa Downs is a unique combination of hospitality, spec-
tacular scenery and abundant wildlife.
Overnights at LEWA TENTED CAMP. (All Meals Daily)

DAYS 6/7/8
MAASAI MARA RESERVE
Depart on your flight from Lewa to the Maasai Mara, 
Kenya’s most famous reserve, much the setting for the film 
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Out of Africa.  It is classic savannah with grasslands with plentiful animals and spectacular vistas. In this dreamlike land, animals 
live in freedom, and the Maasai tend their cattle in perfect harmony, all sharing the same land with total understanding. You will 
have three days of wildlife-viewing opportunities in the Maasai Mara Game Reserve, also known as the “Jewel of Africa”, a site 
with one of the largest and the most spectacular animal migrations in the 
world. The Maasai herdsmen are nomadic people who do not believe in 
the concept of land ownership and choose instead to live in harmony with 
the wildlife grazing in the area. The reserve is inhabited by many of Africa’s 
most popular wild animals, including lion, cheetah, elephant, leopard, rhino 
and hippo. There are also over 500 resident species of birds in the park 
including ostrich, larks and sunbirds. The area is famous for rolling grass-
land and for the Mara River, which runs through the reserve from north to 
south. The game reserve which covers an area of 700 square miles forms 
part of the Serengeti ecosystem and hence hosts the world famous spec-
tacle of the annual migration of up to two million wildebeest, thousands of 
zebra and an escort of carnivores from the Serengeti plains, following the 
rains and succulent new grass.  A costly trek as many of the lame, laggard 
and sick will fall prey to the ravening pack of predators and many more 
will die in the swirling flood waters of the Mara River as they try to cross 
it.  Whether or not you are in the Maasai Mara during migration time, your 
game-viewing will be spectacular, as the resident population for zebra and 
wildebeest will be there, along with the predators.

Optional activities abound while you’re in the Maasai Mara.  You can try a 
balloon safari for an exhilarating experience over the savannah as the early 
sun rises and the animals are more active. Or, take a short flight to Lake 
Victoria, where either at Mfangano or Rusinga Islands you can see the life 
of the natives who rely on fishing and what the lake has to offer – in fact, you can try your hand at fishing and many a times visi-
tors can catch up to 100-pound Nile perch. If fishing is not your thing, there’s a paleoanthropological site to be visited, and the 
area is lovely. Duties permitting, a Maasai warden will discuss current conservation issues faced in the Mara.  If you wish, for 

a nominal fee, you can also visit a Maasai 
Village to experience this nomadic tribe’s 
way of life and see their colorful culture.

Your home for the next three nights is 
Mara Intrepids, a deluxe tented camp which 
combines luxurious accommodation and 
fine dining with warm hospitality and ex-
perienced guiding – in one of the world’s 
most spectacular natural locations. Sitting 
above a sweeping bend in the Talek River, 
at the confluence of the Maasai Mara’s 
four game-viewing areas, the camp enjoys 
one of the most spectacular locations in 
the entire Mara ecosystem. Intrepids is a 
short drive from the Mara River, where 
more than a million wildebeest and zebra 
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make their perilous migration crossing every July and August. The 
luxury tents are arranged under the shade of trees in small clus-
ters ensuring privacy and comfort. The restaurant serves classic 
Intrepids cuisine and the main bar overlooks the leopard-baiting 
area.  There is a free-form swimming pool with sunbathing ter-
race, elevated game-viewing platform, bush boutique and reliable 
telephone, email and fax services.  The camp offers three game 
drives daily and optional escorted walking safaris outside of the 
Mara reserve. Overnights at MARA INTREPIDS. (B,L,D Daily) 
www.heritage-eastafrica.com/Htm/Intrepids-mara

DAY 9
NAIROBI / EN ROUTE
This morning offers a last chance to photograph the incred-
ible wildlife, or awesome sunrise before flying back to Nairobi. 
A day room will be supplied for you at the NAIROBI SERENA. 
This afternoon, you may opt to shop in town, or at the African 
marketplace, or bask in the sun at the lovely pool of your ho-
tel before being transferred to the airport this evening. As your 
journey comes to a close, you say a fond farewell to your driver/
guides and naturalist and promise to come back in the not too 
distant future.  (B,D Meals Aloft)

DAY 10
LONDON / NEW YORK
This morning your jet lands in London where you connect 
with your flights home, bringing with you the memories 
of all the wonderful sights of East Africa. (Meals Aloft)
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OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS IN THE MAASAI MARA

BALLOON SAFARI 
Experience an exhilarating balloon safari for the most 
amazing way of viewing wildlife.  It begins in the early 
morning and you have an hour of uninterrupted views 
of wildlife from the air – the best way to see the mi-
gration and the incessant movement of animals in the 
Mara.  Upon landing, enjoy a champagne brunch, set es-
pecially for you in the middle of the plains.  Zebra and 
wildebeest may be your dining guests, and Africa’s col-
orful birds may be vying for a crumb of your bread. At 
present, the cost is $450 per adult (including children 
12 and over) and $275 per child aged 8-11 years. 

!

LAKE VICTORIA
Lake Victoria is the source of the Nile River and the second larg-
est freshwater lake in the world.  Your early morning flight takes 
you over the sweeping landscapes of the Mara, to Rusinga or 
Mfangano Islands, where you’ll enjoy breakfast.  Native wildlife 
consists of monitor lizards, over 100 species of exotic birds, and 
spotted necked otters that may be playing along the water’s edge. 
Picturesque fishing dhows can be viewed on the lake, and you can 
visit some unspoiled traditional fishing villages. One of the favorite 
activities is trying your luck at fishing for giant Nile Perch, some-
times weighing up to 100 pounds. After lunch, fly back to your 
accommodation in the Mara in time for your afternoon wildlife 
run.  At present, the cost is $496 per adult and $305 per child. 

!

Reservations for either of these two excursions are necessary before departure from the USA, if you wish to be guaran-

teed a seat.  Full payment must be forwarded to Classic Escapes, 58-25 Queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11377 to be received 

at least three weeks prior to departure.  If your trip does not materialize due to weather or other reasons, your payment 

will be refunded upon returning to the U.S.A.  However, if you should cancel for any reason, payment is non-refundable.
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INCLUSIONS

• Round trip air transportation between New York and Nairobi.
• Flights within Kenya as specified: Nairobi to Lewa, Lewa to Maasai Mara and Maasai Mara to Nairobi.
• Superior accommodations throughout as indicated or similar.
• American breakfast in Nairobi; all meals while on safari and two dinners in Nairobi. 
• All wildlife viewing by private 4x4 vehicles, driven by a naturalist driver/guide. A window seat is guaranteed. 
• Complimentary bottled water in vehicles. 
• All applicable hotel and lodge taxes and gratuities for baggage handling.
• All park entry fees.
• Complimentary backpack, baggage tags and passport wallet.

EXCLUSIONS

• Dayroom in London (should it be required).
• U.S. and foreign airport taxes.
• Passport and visa fees and service charges for obtaining visas.
• Excess baggage charges levied by airlines.
• Meals and beverages, other than specified.
• Gratuities to driver/guides and other conveyance attendants.
• Laundry and other items of a personal nature.
• Personal and baggage insurance.
• Cost for anything not specifically mentioned in the listing above.
• Optional insurance coverage is available for Baggage,  Accident 
  and Trip Cancellation/Interruption at special low cost group rates. 

Please Note That The Itinerary Sequence Is Correct At The Time Of Writing,
But Is Subject To Change. 
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THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

East Africa
Participants must be able to climb in and out of safari 4x4 vehicles or minibuses and small aircrafts unassisted. They should 
also be able to tolerate riding on uneven, bumpy dirt roads for long periods of time (6-9 hours maximum), as well as some 
off-road experiences when opportunities allow. Participants should also be able to stand and / or walk moderate distances at 
an easy pace for up to a few hours at a time when visiting villages, towns or other sites. Some, if not most, of this walking may 
be on uneven ground or uphill, often at higher elevations and altitudes that many people are not used to. 

General
True adventure in travel can sometimes be accompanied by unexpected changes in conditions, itineraries and occasionally 
your accommodations. Participants should travel with a spirit of adventure and flexibility. Remember to pack your patience 
and sense of humor! Be willing to look past self-imposed ideals of Western amenities and do not compare these new experi-
ences with your life back home. Travel often includes visiting destinations with modest infrastructures and a bending definition 
of comfort. That being said, some locations are nestled in absolute luxury where pampering is the norm. Participants should 
generally be in good health and prepared to travel in locations without medical facilities. 

Air Schedules
Choosing the best possible air arrangements for our travelers is always a challenge. We work with many airlines that offer 
the best level of service, routings and value for our programs. While there may indeed be more direct routings available with 
another airline, the cost of these flights may not be within the budget that allows us to give you the best value possible. If you 
prefer to purchase your own international air, please feel free to choose the “land only” rate for this program. The start and 
end city for this program is Nairobi, Kenya. 
Upon registration, you must provide your full legal name as it appears on your passport. In the event an airline ticket is issued with  
incorrect information you have provided, you will be responsible for charges associated with reissuing the ticket. !
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BRING-A-BOOK FOUNDATION
Your safari may include a visit to a local school. We encourage you to bring colorful books and magazines, as well as schools 
supplies such as pens, paper, crayons, soccer balls, etc., which you can present to the children during your visit.  Many of these 
children have never owned a book in their life and the connection you’ll make with them is invaluable. You’ll find that children 
in the schools are eager to meet with visitors, practice their English, learn about your culture and proudly share their own. You 
are often welcomed with a local song or dance. 

After seeing schools first hand, meeting the dedicated teachers working under the most difficult conditions and children 
hungry for knowledge, many travelers have wanted to help the schools they visited or continue to support a child’s learning 
opportunities after they return to their homes. Bring-A-Book is an innovative effort adopted by Classic Escapes to expand 
education opportunities for school children. The Bring-A-Book Foundation is a registered Kenyan Charitable Trust that was 
created as a way to facilitate travelers’ wishes to help the schools and is used to get books into the hands of children as 
quickly and economically as possible. With compassionate ground operators such as Rangers Safaris, Wilderness Safaris and 
CCAfrica, Classic Escapes has expanded the reach of BAB to Tanzania, South Africa and Zambia, and to other countries our 
travelers visit around the world. Information will be given to you with your final documents, but if you wish to help further, 
feel free to call Classic Escapes at 800-627-1244 for details.

!

CLASSIC ESCAPES CONSERVATION FUND
In keeping with our mission to provide exciting, educational, and fun-filled experiences that nurture and directly support the 
diverse wildlife and cultures we visit around the world, Classic Escapes has established the Classic Escapes Conservation Fund 
to ensure that a percentage of all profits go to support conservation and wildlife researchers performing their critical work in 
the field. . Project support has included environmental education efforts in India and Bhutan, wild dog and cheetah conserva-
tion in Botswana, Kenya and Namibia, and global Earth Day education via school internet programs. By traveling with Classic 
Escapes, you are supporting travel as a tool for building the mutual respect, awareness and understanding that are vital to 
preserving this planet for future generations. 




